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Letter in Support of Request. fur Waiver Fik>d hy Thales Communications, Inc.
LibertyTM Multihand Land Mohile Radio·.. FCC 10: OKCAI02023501

Mr. Barndt and Mr. Knapp:
This letter is filed in support of the "Request for Limited Vlaiver of Connnission Rules to Permit
Temporary Extension of Equipment Authoriz.ation to Include 775··776 .MHz!805..806 MHz and
Related Relief' ("Tha.les Waiver Request") med by Tha1es Communications, lu{.c. ("Thales"). Thls
letter is also meant tn support any other device lnallUfacturer whose subscriher unit has the pott~ntial

ofoperating on the lUinois state\vide 700.1800 MHz trunked radio systern,

Ga.ry Coc nm
Acting Chair - Statewide Intcroperahility Executive Committee
Illinois State Police
ce: Lieutmant Deb Edwards, Illinois State Police
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1 am Gary Cochran, Chairperson of tbe Illinois Statewide Interoperability Committee (SIEC),
a committee, fonll(~d b)' the IHinois State Legislature to support radio interoperability, The
SIEC has on its roster members that represent all lJIinois State Agency radio users. In addition
the SIEC also has members that represent the nine hundred plus law enforcement agencies,
twelye hundred firel EMS ag('ncks as wdl as Emergt~nt~yManagement, many other public
safety disciplines and NCO's. As the Commission is aware, by Order dated July 18, 2008.f the
'Federal Communications Commission e-FCC") granted in part a waiver requcst filed by the
State of minois, IUinois Stah~ Police eIUinois") which allowed Illinois to continue to deploy, on
an interim basis, new 700 Mllz narrowband operations outside of the consolidated
narrowband (~bannel scheme adopted in the FCC's 2007 Second Report and Onier.z Because
minois bas been granted a waiver to deploy new 100 MHz narrowband operations outside of
the a~onsolidated narrowband channeJs~ the Thales Waiver Request is of gn~at interest and
relevance to Illinois.

Tlw SlEC and numerous otber organizations have revlcwed the Thales ''''aiver Request and
respectfully suggest, that the FCC grant tbe Thales \Valver Request on an eXpt>tJited basis. The
SIEC has concluded that expedih..>:d grant: of the Thales Waiver Request by the FCC would be
consistent with the policies underlying the Illinois Waiver Order and would be in the public
interest for the foUO"wing reasons: Although IlI,inois has been permitted to temporarH:y continue
operat.ion on 775-776 MHzlSOs.,S06 MHz under the IIHnoisWaiver Order~ the legacy
equipmeul currently available to Ulinois for such operation is single band (~apable only and
most cannot transition to the future 6.25 KHz spectrum efficiency in 700 Mlb:, and therefore
aloes not afford Ulinois tbe benefits of newly developed multi~band radio tedmology which
Tbales describes in tbe Thales \Vaiver Request. Other manufacturers also have muWbaud
capable equipment available, boweVf.~r the manufacture of such equipmcnt in the 775~776 MHz
/805-806 MHz ranges is not currently type accepted. \Ve also suggest a '~me too" consideration
for otber mamJ.facturen that may wish to align themselves with tbis waiver request - The
current limitation cau potentially ImpactinteroperabHity in Illinois by:

j. Creating a shortage of multi-band subscriber equipment for use by public safety
agencies 2. Forcing tha> purchase of legacy equipment to meet subscriber
communications needs. J. Reducing interoperability on tbe statewid(~ 700/800 'MHz
radio sysh~m by reducing the availability of FCC type accepted equipnl(~nt. 4,
Limiting the number FCC type accepted multi-band subscriber units available from
various manufacturers~ thus limiting wbat should be a ('ompetitive market place. 4.
Restricts tbe number of users that can be placed on the statewide mdio system due
to (~urrent equipment teclmical limitations. 5. Create operational l)rflblems for
system users when roaming to sites with frequencies limited to 775/776 l\Uh and
805/806 MHz witbout tbe frcfluency capability Oll tbeir subscribe.' de\1ce.

~ 10 addition, this limitation has significant financial impacts~ such as:

1. Creating the poor cboice of utiHzing funds to buy kgacy (old) technology instead of
maximizing the use of funds by purchasi.ng subscriber units with tbe newest and most
efficient tecbnology. 2. Being forced to purcbase subscrilwr units that camwt migrate to
future 6.25 KHz spectrum efficiency. 3. Negates the ability to effectively maximize the
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usc of Federal grant dollat"s to buy the most effective and efficient subscriber
{~t,Jllipfm~nt.

Today there are approximately 19~000 subscriber units on the statewide 700/800M111: trunk-eo
ndio sysh~m" The system provides daily operability ~md intcroperabiUty amongst local public
safety radio users~ the HUnois State Police and many other State and local agencies. The ability
to have this level of efficient radio communications helps safeguard the residents and visitors in
tbe State of Illinois. Not: having a sufficient supply of type acceph~d multiband subscrit.H~r

deviceswHl stifle tbe ability of public safety agencies and others to communicate effectively.
We respectfully ask that you grant the waiver in an expedited manner as requested? so Umt
Illinois may continue to enjoy the highest leYel of radio operability and interoperability without
technkallimitations. We also ask in tbis consideration again to indude all of the manufactuHTS
who wish to foHow and support Thales' waiver request in this matter for their own benefit. A
positive response to the waiver ret,luest \\'ould be in. the public interest because of the
substantial tedmical~ operational and financial benefits that can IH~ made to the ability of
minoh pubHc safety agencies to best serve our citizens.

1
Order, DA 08~1696 (PSHSB, Rl.::!e<l$(xl July 18, 2008) ("Illinois Waiver Order"),

?
Impkmt":"Htillg a Nationwidt\ Broadband, Interoperable Public Satety Network in the 700 MHz

Band; Developmc:nt of Operational, Technical and Spectrum Requirements fbI' l'\:ltx~ting Federal,
State and Lot,a1 Public Safety Communications Requirements Through the Yt~r 2010. PS Docket
No,06-229, \V1' Docket No, 96-86, Second Report and Order, 22 FCC Red 15289 (2007),
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